
 
 
 

 
9-Day The Real Vietnam 
9 Days 8 Nights From $1,199 per person twin share 

 
➝​ Availability : 30 Jun 2027 
➝​ Domestic Vietnam Airlines Flights Included. 
➝​ Accommodation 3 ⭐️ Hotels (4 - 5 ⭐️ Hotel Options 

Available) 

 
Itinerary in Brief  
Day 1: Ho Chi Minh City – Arrival 
Day 2: Ho Chi Minh City & Cu Chi Tunnel Full Day Small Group Tour 
Day 3: Ho Chi Minh City – Free Day 
Day 4: Ho Chi Minh City flight to Da Nang – transfer to Hoi An 
Day 5: Hoi An – Cooking Class 
Day 6: Da Nang flight to Hanoi 
Day 7: Hanoi – Free Day 
Day 8: Hanoi – Departure 
Day 9: Australia – Arrival 
 
Itinerary 
 
Day 01: Ho Chi Minh City - Arrival (No Meal) 
 
Arrive at Tan Son Nhat International Airport, welcome by our guide and transfer to your hotel for check-in. 
 
Ho Chi Minh City, formerly and still commonly known as Saigon, is the most populous city in Vietnam. Vibrating 
with energy and innovation, the city is the economic heart of Vietnam and the main hub of the southern region. 
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As a cosmopolitan metropolis of the country, its dynamic cityscape combining the old and the new of Vietnam 
has made it one of the most attractive destinations for visitors. 
 
Overnight: in Ho Chi Minh City. 
Meal Included: No Meal. 
Accommodation: 3⭐️, 4⭐️, 5⭐️ hotels as mentioned or similar. 
 
Day 2: Ho Chi Minh City & Cu Chi Tunnel - Full Day Small Group Tour (Breakfast / Lunch) 
 
Take the morning trip to visit Independence Palace, also known at the Reunification palace, was built on the 
sight of the former Norodom palace. The Independence palace is a widely known landmark of Ho Chi Minh 
City and was designed by the architect Ngo Viet Thu. 
Continue seeing the beautiful structures from the French Colonial times such as the Notre Dame Cathedral, 
the historic Central Post Office. Followed by the remarkable site of the War Remnants Museum, the museum 
has a vast display of both the Indochina wars. 
 
Have lunch at local restaurant. 
 
Departing for Cu Chi tunnel, the trip will take approximately one and a half hours bus driving. Upon arrival, 
before exploring the tunnels, you will have some short introduction followed by introductory video about how 
the tunnels were constructed and how the people survived in the harsh conditions of the war time. Then, spend 
your time to explore the remaining area and tunnel systems which include the special constructed living areas 
with kitchens, bedrooms side by side with other martial facilities like storage, weapons factories, field hospitals, 
and command centers helping whoever lives inside the tunnels meet their basic needs. Besides, there are also 
many hidden trap doors and dangerous traps within the maze-like tunnels for security purposes during the war. 
Afterward, special tea and cassava (guerilla food during the war) will be served. 
 
Break time for relax or time for those who want to try the real shooting gun. Return to Saigon. End trip. 
 
Please take notes: 
 

●​ The Notre Dame Cathedral has been restored, so the guests just visit outside. 
●​ Drop off time is subject to traffic, weather…so the finished time could be later than expected. 
●​ Pick up and transfer just for the centrally located hotel/accommodation in District 1, Ho Chi Minh City. 
●​ We are not responsible for your lateness. 
●​ Infant rates apply provided they do not occupy a seat and the tour inclusions. Please advise the 

supplier if you have 1 infant at time of booking. 
 
Overnight: in Ho Chi Minh City. 
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Meal Included: Breakfast at hotel, Lunch at the local restaurant. 
Accommodation: 3⭐️, 4⭐️, 5⭐️ hotels as mentioned or similar. 
 
Day 3: Ho Chi Minh City - Free Day (Breakfast) 
 
Today you are free for your own exploration in Ho Chi Minh City. 
 
Optional Tour 
Full Day to Mekong Delta 
Tour price: AUD $140 per person twin share. 
 
Morning, travel by car to the Mekong Delta, the world’s largest delta and Vietnam’s largest rice bowl. On arrival 
in My Tho City, capital of Tien Giang Province, board a motorboat and navigate through intricate canals while 
observing the local daily life up close as well as the landscape of waterways and lush islands. Land on Thoi 
Son Island to listen to the Southern traditional music performed by native artists. Continue the tour with a 
paddleboat to cruise more canals before visiting household with traditional occupations of home-based coconut 
candy and rice-wine making. Switch back to a motorboat to go to a bee farm to enjoy fresh honey tea and fresh 
fruits. On the way back to My Tho, stop to visit Vinh Trang Pagoda, a prominent local Buddhist structure built in 
1850 with a unique architectural mixture of Vietnamese, Roman, Chinese and Cambodian styles featured by a 
highly ornate façade.  
 
Meal: Lunch. 
 
Overnight: in Ho Chi Minh City. 
Meal Included: Breakfast at hotel. 
Accommodation: 3⭐️, 4⭐️, 5⭐️ hotels as mentioned or similar. 
 
Day 4: Ho Chi Minh City flight to Da Nang - transfer to Hoi An (Breakfast) 
 
Our tour guide will meet and pick you up at your hotel to transfer to Tan Son Nhat International Airport to take 
flights to Da Nang. 
 
Arrival Da Nang airport, pick up by our guide & driver then transfer to Hoi An – a charming ancient town in 
central Vietnam, famous for its lantern-lit streets, historic architecture, and peaceful riverside atmosphere.. 
 
Overnight: in Hoi An. 
Meal Included: Breakfast at hotel. 
Accommodation: 3⭐️, 4⭐️, 5⭐️ hotels as mentioned or similar. 
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Day 5: Hoi An - Cooking Class (Breakfast / Lunch) 
 
We start the day (08:15am) with a welcome drink at Hai Scout Café – our meeting point. 
 

●​ Visit Hoi An’s colorful main market, and experience its amazing sights, sounds and aromas. We will 
have the opportunity to interact with the local sellers, to see and taste the wonderful variety of foods on 
display. 

●​ We board the Red Bridge boat for a leisurely cruise (25 minutes) along the Hoi An River to the Red 
Bridge Cooking School. This is a chance to view local river life, so make sure your camera is handy. 

●​ On arrival, we explore the cooking school’s herb and vegetable garden, before learning about some of 
Hoi An’s and Vietnam’s best-known dishes. The cooking lesson runs for about 2 hours – each dish is 
first demonstrated by the Red Bridge chefs, before we prepare the same dish ourselves. 

 
Included in the class is a brief introduction to Vietnamese food carving (plate decoration). After the lesson, we 
sit down and eat exactly what we have cooked. 
 
Recipes (our food contains no MSG): 
*Vegetarians (and other dietary requirements) are provided with replacement ingredients. 
1. Making fresh Rice paper 
2. Fresh Rice Paper Rolls of Shrimp 
3. Crispy Hoi An Pancakes with Shrimp, Herbs & a Peanut Sauce 
4. Seafood Salad with Tra Que Herbs 
5. Mi Quang Chicken Noodles 
6. Food Decoration – Tomato Rose & Vietnamese Cucumber Hand Fan 
 
* Lunch includes the above dishes as well as: 
BBQ Lemongrass Beef (not included in the demonstration) 
 
Finish at approximately 12:30pm – transfer back to central Hoi An arriving approximately 13:00pm. 
 
Overnight: in Hoi An. 
Meal Included: Breakfast at hotel, Lunch at cooking class. 
Accommodation: 3⭐️, 4⭐️, 5⭐️ hotels as mentioned or similar. 
 
Day 6: Da Nang flight to Hanoi - transfer to city (Breakfast)​
 
Our driver picks you up at hotel in Hoi An and transfers to Da Nang airport for flight to Hanoi. 
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Upon arrival at Hanoi’s Noi Bai International Airport, you will be welcomed by our guide holding a sign with your 
name on it. After approximately 50 minutes to 1 hour transfer, you will be at your hotel for check-in. (Check in 
time: 14:00pm) 
 
Hanoi or “River-bound City” as its name literally means is Vietnam’s capital with a thousand-year-old history 
dating back to 1010. The city’s fascinating beauty, which is characterized by unique cultural relics, ancient 
streets of antique houses, elegant French colonial buildings, tree-lined boulevards and romantic lakes has 
made it one of the most charming cities of Asia. 
 
Overnight: in Hanoi. 
Meal Included: Breakfast at hotel. 
Accommodation: 3⭐️, 4⭐️, 5⭐️ hotels as mentioned or similar. 
 
Day 7: Hanoi - Free Day (Breakfast) 
 
Today you are free for your own exploration in Hanoi. 
 
Optional Tour 
Hanoi – Halong Day Trip 
Tour price: AUD $220 per person twin share. 
 
Tour will begin at 8h00. Discover one of Vietnam’s most spectacular northern jewels with the Halong Bay day 
cruise. Departure from the buzzing streets of Hanoi in the morning, leaving the city buildings behind in 
exchange for the beauty of the Red River Delta. Pass by smaller towns and farmlands, enjoying views of 
typical Vietnamese countryside. Halfway into the three and a half hour-journey, stop for a stretch and a drink at 
a local rest stop. 
11h30 – 12h00: Arrive at Port, proceed to embark Cruise. 
12h00 – 12h30: Starts cruising the Halong Bay – a World Natural Heritage, recognized 3 times by UNESCO, 
and one of the 7 natural wonders voted by the New Seven Wonders. 
12h30 – 13h45: Enjoy a buffet lunch on the cruise. While cruising, you can admire the magnificent scenery of 
Halong with its thousands of islands and islets. 
Visit the Fighting Cock Islets – a symbol of Halong tourism. 
14h00 – 14h45: Visit Sửng Sốt Cave – one of the largest and most beautiful caves of Halong with its 
multi-shape stalactites and stalagmites. 
15h00– 15h30: Try your kayaking skills or take it easy on a bamboo boat to visit Luon Cave. 
16h00 – 16h45: Arrive at Titop Island, you can either enjoy yourselves swimming at the beach or take a hike up 
to the top of the Island for a quite impressive panorama of the Bay (~300 steps up). 
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17h00: Quite a few options available for this time: Sunbathing on sundeck, soaking in Jacuzzi, playing board 
games, reading in restaurants, contemplating the sunset. Enjoy our Sunset Party: Tea, coffee, fruits, cakes, 
and some light food from Vietnam. 
18h15 – 18h30: Arrive at Port, disembark and board our bus back to Hanoi. 
20h30 – 21h00: Arrive Hanoi. 
 
Meal: Lunch. 
 
Overnight: in Hanoi. 
Meal Included: Breakfast at hotel. 
Accommodation: 3⭐️, 4⭐️, 5⭐️ hotels as mentioned or similar. 
 
Day 8: Hanoi - Departure (Breakfast) 
 
You are free at leisure before being transferred by our guide & driver to Noi Bai International Airport for flight 
departure. 
 
Meal Included: Breakfast at hotel. 
 
Day 9: Australia - Arrival (No Meal) 
 
Home sweet home. 
 
 
 
Tour Prices & Hotels 
 
Group size (Min.2 person) Standard Class (3*) Superior Class (4*) Deluxe Class (5*) 

Price per person from $ 1,199 $ 1,399 $ 1,799 
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List of Hotels (or Similar) 
 
Standard Class (3*) 

City Hotel Room Type 

Ho Chi Minh City White Lotus Hotel Saigon Deluxe 

Hoi An Hoi An Lantern Hotel Superior Garden View 

Hanoi La Dolce Vita Hotel Superior 

Superior Class (4*) 

City Hotel Room Type 

Ho Chi Minh City Ramana Saigon Hotel Superior 

Hoi An Shining Riverside Hoi An 
Boutique Hotel Deluxe Pool View 

Hanoi Flower Garden Hotel Superior 

Deluxe Class (5*) 

City Hotel Room Type 

Ho Chi Minh City Grand Hotel Saigon Premium Deluxe 

Hoi An Little Oasis Hoi An Deluxe Balcony Town 
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Hanoi Pan Pacific Hotel Deluxe 

 
Tour Inclusions & Exclusions 
Inclusions 

-​ Domestic Vietnam Airlines airfares (Ho Chi Minh City – Da Nang, Da Nang – Hanoi) 
-​ Complimentary Mobifone eSIM: 8GB 5G Data (24 Hour) + 10 Min Local Call Upon Arrival in Vietnam. 
-​ 7 nights’ shared Accommodation in twin/double room with daily breakfast at the below indicated room 

types (see hotel category list below) (check in and check out around noontime) 
-​ All transfers and transportation with air-con vehicles (types of vehicles depending on the number of 

pax) 
-​ 10 – 12 pax: coach of 25-29 seats 
-​ 13 – 15 pax: coach of 35 seats 
-​ 16 – 30 pax: coach of 45 seats 

-​ Local ENGLISH speaking guides 
-​ Hanoi: 01 guide. 
-​ Da Nang – Hoi An: 01 guide 
-​ Ho Chi Minh City: 01 guide 

-​ Meals (B/L/D) (Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner) as indicated in the program (Vietnamese Local food): 
-​ Daily breakfast at the hotel. 
-​ 01 lunch at local restaurant in Cu Chi Tunnel. 
-​ 01 lunch at cooking class in Hoi An. 

-​ Entrance fees for all visits as mentioned in the itinerary 
-​ Private boat for sightseeing as mentioned in the program. 
-​ Mineral water is available as complementary. 
-​ Group from 1- 5 pax: will arrange group tour. 
-​ Groups from 6 pax up will arrange private tours 

 
Exclusion 

-​ International airfares to/ from Australia (quoted separatedly, if requested). 
-​ Book a multi-city ticket with VN Holidays, your connections are protected. 
-​ Need domestic Australia/ New Zealand connecting flights to join Vietnam Tours? Let us handle in “one 

booking” with special ADD ON fares and convenience. 
-​ Visa to Vietnam (Clients can CLICK HERE to apply E-visa online or contact VN Holidays team to help 

with service fee.) 
-​ Travel insurance (contact VN Holidays team to help with service fee.) 
-​ Immigration Fast Track Service (contact VN Holidays team to help with service fee.) 
-​ Optional tours. 
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-​ Surcharges for other language guides. 
-​ Surcharges for Lunar New Year (TET) holiday. 
-​ Personal expenditure, such as drinks, souvenirs, laundry, camera fees, communications, postage, 

gratuities etc. 
-​ Meals and services other than mentioned in the program. 
-​ Drinks with meals. 
-​ Compulsory gala dinners during festive seasons and peak season surcharges which will be advised at 

the time of booking. 
-​ Early check-in and late check-out at hotels, if not mentioned in the program. 

 
Other Information 
Changes 

-​ The itinerary can be changed due to weather, tide levels, and operating conditions. 
-​ Programmers, prices, services and conditions are based on those valid at the time of proposal 

submission and are subject to change thereafter without advance notice until all services have been 
paid in full. 

Special requests 
-​ Your special requests (diet, vegetarian,…) should be sent before your departure date. 

 
VN Holidays' Responsibility 

-​ Certain parts of the tours on offer are provided by independent third parties, such as airlines, hotels, 
transport operators and local tourist offices. 

-​ VN Holidays is not responsible for any loss or theft, injury or damage caused thereby to the tourists, 
including those occurring outside of the normal touring programmers. 

-​ Additional expenses incurred due to delay, accident, natural disaster, political actions and unrest shall 
be borne by the tourists. 
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